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It is somewhat misleading that the author of this general introduction
to Muslim perceptions of Jesus states in the introduction that he has
approached the topic not as ‘an Islamicist or a scholar of religious studies’
but as ‘a theologian committed to Christian-Muslim dialogue’ (p. ix): the
book offers both a lucid survey of the diversity of Muslim views of Jesus
from the Qur’an to modern times (chapters 2–7) and a ‘committed’ norma-
tive reflection (chapters 8–9). Perhaps the caveat is added because in the
chapters in which the author discusses traditional Muslim genres (Qur’an,
Sunna, Qur’anic exegesis, the semi-popular ‘Tales of the Prophets’, and
Sufi texts), he relies exclusively on previous studies in Western languages
rather than the original Arabic and Persian sources. However, the Muslim
literature on Jesus is, in the main, reliably translated, and in consequence
the quality of the information presented here does not suffer significantly.
The main thrust of the author’s theological argument is that the
attention given by twentieth-century Muslim theologians to the concept
of ‘conscience’ (damir) in their portrayal of Jesus can serve as a platform
on which to build an anti-particularist sense of ‘knowing together’ (Lat.
con-scientia), rather than ‘knowing with oneself’ as member of either the
Christian or Muslim community (p. 269). To extract such an overarching
principle from the figure of Jesus alone, however, is questionable, as most
Muslims will of course turn to the example of Muhammad for guidance
in all walks of life, including in the area of inter-religious dialogue. This
is why the Anglican priest Kenneth Cragg, a well-known translator of
the Qur’an and one of the most prolific modern authors on Christian-
Muslim dialogue, decided to write a sequel to his Jesus and the Muslim
(1984), entitled Muhammad and the Christian (1985). The book under
review has chosen to shed light on only one side of the coin. Since it
accomplishes this, however, in an eminently readable way it deserves to
be recommended whole-heartedly.
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